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Davis Fire Helena National Forest

AUGUST 2010 





ÅLodgepole pine heavy fuels 40 years after 

mountain pine beetle epidemic.  This fuel type 

was responsible for the difficulty of controlling 

the 28,000 acre Sleeping Child fire of 1961. 

Lotan, James E. 1976.  Cone Serotiny-Fire Relationships in 

Lodgepole Pine. 





OBSERVATIONS AT THE DAVIS FIRE

ÅESCAPED SPOT FIRE GREW TO THREE ACRES IN 

TWO MINUTES.

Å10 TO 15 ACRES IN THE NEXT EIGHT MINUTES.

ÅOVER 100 ACRES IN THE FIRST HOUR.

DAVIS FIRE AUGUST 2010

LODGEPOLE PINE 50T0 75% 

RED/DEAD WITH

SUBALPINE FIR UNDERSTORY.







ÅFire-killed lodgepole pine can be expected 

to undergo another fire 40 to 60 years 

hence from fuels created by the first fire.

Brown, James K. 1975.  Fire cycles and community dynamics in lodgepole pine 

forests. In Management of Lodgepole Pine Ecosystems.



Antelope Fire Yellowstone NP

September 2010

The largest fire in Yellowstone this 
year has burned over 2,500 acres.

This lightning-caused fire has 
spread through an area burned in 
the 1988 North Fork Fire, where 
the fuels include lodgepole pine, 
tall grass and abundant downed 

logs.







Mac Pass Fire Helena NF

Sept. 2009






















